International trends in occupational health research and practice.
The paper argues for a "new generation" approach to occupational health, laying foundations for future demands. Occupational health deals with issues which are at the heart of the economy and society, and are beginning to attract increasing attention of politicians. Old disciplinary barriers must be crossed, and communication improved so that healthy work is accepted as a mainstream concern. This presents challenges both to occupational health professionals and to those with responsibilities for policy. As a first step, we need to make more effective use of the body of available research, and develop an understanding of how the conclusions from research can inform responsible decision making.